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INDIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY — SEVENTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [9.56 pm]: I rise this evening to inform the house of the 
celebrations of the seventieth anniversary of independence for India that took place in many countries yesterday, 
but especially in Perth. As one of the co-convenors of the Parliamentary Friends of India, I and several members 
of this house, including the Leader of the Opposition and the President, other members from the other place, 
candidates and a collection of people from the political sphere were delighted to gather at the 
Platinum Restaurant to celebrate the event. The recently arrived Consul General of India, 
Mr Amit Kumar Mishra, and his wife were the hosts for the evening. It was certainly a display of solidarity for 
a lot of people to come together to celebrate the event. 

In reality, the independence of India was certainly very hard fought for. Over time, we sometimes forget the 
struggles that countries have been through to gain their independence and how much that should be valued, and 
that is no more so than for the Indians. It goes right back to the 1600s when the British East India Company 
arrived in India and in about 1757 the merchants took over quite a lot of the regions in India and exercised 
military and administrative power, and then there was push back from the Indians. Throughout history, we know 
the heroes of the Indian culture, and none more so than Mahatma Gandhi. I could give a greater history lesson at 
a different time about that. The Indian Independence Day celebrations on 15 August have certainly grown into 
something that people around the world are doing more and more of. The Indian diaspora in Western Australia is 
growing. In Madeley, where I live, there is certainly a large Gujarati population. We have fantastic neighbours, 
and people in my street certainly come from that background. I have been able to attend quite a few celebrations 
and festivals. 

At last evening’s function we saw a couple of fabulous dancers from different regions of India. That was 
a forerunner to the Confluence festival, which will take place throughout seven states and territories in Australia 
later this year. In Western Australia, Elizabeth Quay will come alive with the wonderful colours of India and the 
foods, music and vibrancy that developments such as Elizabeth Quay now make it possible to celebrate. 

Seventy years ago Nehru was the first Prime Minister of India. He raised the Indian flag for the first time at the 
Red Fort in Delhi and made his famous “Tryst with Destiny” speech. I will not go into parts of that, but members 
can read it. I know Mr President and Hon Kate Doust will recall that we were fortunate enough to visit the 
Red Fort in Delhi in 2010. Hon Sue Ellery has also been there. Each year the flag is hoisted at the Red Fort to 
remember. The flag was hoisted yesterday at the consul general’s offices in Perth and I am sure it was also 
hoisted throughout the world. 

I want us all to pause for a moment and think about India and the fact that later this year we will be lucky enough 
to host the Premier of Andhra Pradesh, one of India’s 29 states. He will come to Western Australia and we will 
enter into a sister state relationship with Andhra Pradesh. I think preparations for that are well advanced. 
Hopefully, in the next few months we will see that visit occur and the formalities surrounding the sister state 
relationship will be put in place. 

I wish a happy Independence Day to those who celebrated it yesterday and all those people from the Indian 
diaspora here in Western Australia and throughout the world.  

House adjourned at 10.02 pm 
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